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A. INTRODUCTION 

1. Authority and Purpose 

1.1 These are the By-Laws referred to in the Const itut ion of  World Masters 
Athlet ics (WMA).  

1.2 These By-Laws provide further detai l,  expand on elements of  the 
Const itut ion or address matters not specif ical ly dealt  with in the 
Const itut ion including:  

 ( i)  the roles and responsibi l i t ies of  Off ice Bearers,  

 ( i i)  the nature and respons ibi l i t ies of  WMA Committees,  

 ( i i i)  the Regions, and 

 ( iv)  discipl inary processes relat ing to Members, Off ice Bearers, 
Masters Athletes, of f ic ials, support staff  and administrators.  

1.3 These By-Laws should be read in conjunct ion with the WMA 
Const itut ion,  part icularly:  

 ( i)  Clause 2.1 deal ing with def init ions,  

 ( i i)  Clause 27 deal ing with interpretat ion, as well as  

 ( i i i)  the Rules of  Competit ion, Championship Rules  and Ant i-Doping 
Rules.  

1.4 In case of  discrepancies in the wording of  any translated By -Laws the 
Engl ish version shal l  prevai l.  

 

B. OFFICERS 

2. Nominations for Election of Officers  

2.1 Subject to Clauses 12.3, 18 and 19 of  the Const itut ion, Members may 
nominate individuals as candidates for elect ion to Off ices by Formal 
Notice to the Secretary with in the t ime provided in the Constitut ion,  
and each nominat ion shall state the Off ice for which the candidate is 
nominated and shal l be accompanied by a curr iculum vitae of  the 
candidate, and support ing information addressing the requirements for 
the posit ion they are seeking elect ion to.  

2.2 Individuals may only be nominated for elect ion by the Member of which 
they are a member.  

3. Vacancies on Council  

3.1 A vacancy on Counci l shal l occur if  a member of  Counci l:  

 ( i)  dies, 

 ( i i)  ceases to be a member in good standing of  his Member,  

 ( i i i)  resigns f rom off ice,  

 ( iv)  is removed from off ice,  

 (v)  becomes an un-discharged bankrupt,  

 (vi)  suffers f rom mental or physical incapacity that prevents him from 
performing his duties,  
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 (vi i)  is absent without consent for two successive meetings of  Counci l 
and/or the Execut ive, or  

 (vi i i)  is removed from off ice pursuant to the By-Laws for conduct 
prohibited in the By-Laws.  

3.2 Should a vacancy occur in any Off ice, the President, in consultat ion 
with the Counci l shal l f irst seek to f i l l  the posit ion by an appointee f rom 
Counci l,  but may appoint f rom without if  a suitable appointee cannot be 
appointed f rom the Counci l.  

3.3 Any Off icer appointed under Clause 3.2 shall,  subject to this 
Const itut ion, hold of f ice unti l the end of  the next General Assembly at  
which that specif ic posit ion is due for re -elect ion.  

4. General  

4.1 Al l members of  the Execut ive should attend al l General Assembly,  
Counci l and Execut ive meetings.  

4.2 Members of  the Executive shall  not hold concurrent execut ive posit ions 
on their Regional Associat ion boards.  

4.3 Elected or appointed Off icers shall:  

( i)  exercise care and di l igence in undertaking their WMA dut ies and 
responsibi l i t ies,  

( i i)  act in good faith in the interest of  WMA and al l i ts Members,  and 
shall put WMA’s interests ahead of  their own interest, or  the 
interest of  their Member or Regional Associat ion,  

( i i i)  retain discret ion and not disclose conf idential information, and  

( iv)  avoid conf l icts of  interest or act for an improper purpose.  

4.4 Any document or publ icat ion produced on behalf  of  WMA by a member 
of  the Counci l shall  become the intel lectual property of  WMA, and can 
be used by WMA in whatever way it  sees f it .  

5. Roles and Responsibilit ies of the President  

5.1 The President is the chief  executive off icer  of WMA and shal l  carry the 
ult imate responsibil i ty for the good management of  its internal and 
external business,  and the conduct of any WMA Meetings in 
accordance with the Constitut ion, the Objects, the By -Laws, Rules and 
Formal Polic ies.  

5.2 The President has primary responsibi l i ty to set WMA’s priorit ies and to 
guide its business and act ivit ies, subject  to Counci l approval,  and has 
primary responsibi l i ty to set Counci l and Execut ive meeting agendas.  

5.3 The President shall chair al l General Assembly, Co unci l and Executive 
meetings.  

5.4 The President shal l  formally report on his and WMA’s act ivit ies and 
business at General Assemblies and at Council and Execut ive 
meetings.  In addit ion the President shal l formally report on WMA’s 
act ivit ies to the IAAF-WMA Annual Co-Ordination meeting and the IAAF 
Masters Commission meeting and al l similar meet ings.  

5.5 The President shal l be the chair  of  the Media -Marketing & 
Communicat ions Committee and, in consultat ion with the Council,  shal l  
appoint:  



World Masters Athletics By-Laws 2016-2018 

 

 

January 2017 
 

 ( i)  the Chairs of  all other Committees, except for the Organisat ional 
Advisory Committee,  the Technical Committee and the Women’s 
Committee which shall be chaired by the Executive Vice -
President, the Vice-President Compet it ion and the Women’s 
Representat ive respectively, and 

 ( i i)  the WMA website manager f rom among the members of  the Media -
Marketing & Communications Committee.  

5.6 The President shall ex-off icio have the r ight to sit  on any Committee or 
nominate a deputy to sit  thereon.  

5.7 The President may instruct the Secretary to call meetings of  the 
Counci l and Execut ive as and when necessary,  or required by the 
Const itut ion.  

5.8 The President shal l  be a co-signatory with either the Secretary or 
Treasurer to all payments and contracts with a value greater than 
US$10,000 or when the Common Seal is aff ixed to any document.  

5.9 The President shall  speak on behalf  of WMA in any forum or to the 
media or may assign these dut ies to another member of  the Counci l  
where appropriate.  

5.10 The President shal l be the WMA representat ive  to al l  external 
organisat ions and, on any external committees, boards and other 
bodies where WMA representat ion is required or appropriate, or may 
assign these dut ies to another member of Counci l.  

5.11 The President shal l as Chair of  the Finance Committee :  

 ( i)  assist in the preparation of  annual budgets,  

 ( i i)  undertake expenditure reviews,  

 ( i i i)  undertake strategic f inancial planning and target sett ing,  

 ( iv)  undertake f inancial r isk analysis,  

 (v)  review proposed contract and commercial agreements, and  

 (vi)  undertake f inancial impact analysis of  proposed pol icies.  

5.12 The President ’s portfol io responsibi l i t ies shall also include:  

 ( i)  networking and l iaison with external organisations,  

 ( i i)  marketing and promotion, including the promotion of  host cit ies for 
newly awarded WMA championships,  

 ( i i i)  development of  sponsorships,  

 ( iv)  researching and developing potent ial future host cit ies and sites 
for WMA championships,  

 (v)  ensur ing implementation of  WMA contracts,  

 (vi)  f ixing the dates of  General Assemblies.  

5.13 The President shal l l ia ise co-operatively with Off ice Bearers, Members,  
Regional Representat ives and external part ies in carrying out the 
Objects.  

6. Roles and Responsibilit ies of the Executive Vice -President 

6.1 The Executive Vice-President shal l assist the President and deput ise 
for him and undertake any co-signatory functions if  the President,  
because of  i l lness or other reason, is unable to perform his duties.  
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6.2 The Execut ive Vice-President shal l chair General Assembly, Counci l  
and Execut ive meet ings in the absence of  the President.  

6.3 I f  the President dies, resigns, or is removed from off ice between 
General Assembly meetings, the Executive Vice -President shal l  
assume the of f ice of President unt i l the next General Assembly where 
the posit ion of  President comes up for elect ion.  The vacant Execut ive 
Vice-President ’s posit ion shal l be f i l led according to By -Laws 3.2 and 
3.2. 

6.4 The Executive Vice-President shal l be the Chair of  the Organisational 
Advisory Committee.  

6.5 The Execut ive Vice-President ’s responsibi l i t ies shall also include:  

 ( i)  aiding in the draf t ing of  contracts and other documents,  

 ( i i)  ensur ing compliance of Local Organising Committees with contract 
provisions,  

 ( i i i)  undertaking pre-bid evaluat ions of  venues and facil i t ies for WMA 
championship bidding candidates,  

 ( iv)  dealing with non-technical organisational matters,  

 (v)  ensur ing the setup and usage of  the WMA athlete onl ine 
registrat ion system with Members,  

 (vi)  together with the Vice-President Competit ion ensuring the 
approval of  the Local Organising Committee’s Entry Booklet  and 
Compet itors Handbook based on suppl ied templates,  

 (vi i)  undertaking pre-championship meet ings with the Local Organising 
Committee, and ensuring the preparat ion and organisation of 
social act iv it ies related to WMA championships,  

 (vi i i)  ensur ing the organisation and conduct of  daily team managers 
meeting at championships,  

 ( ix)  co-chair ing with the Vice-President Competit ion and others the 
dai ly team managers meeting at championships,  

 (x)  ensur ing the preparation of  cr it ical non -technical organisat ional 
analyses af ter WMA championship events,  

 (xi)  ensur ing the preparation and publ icat ion of  WMA championship 
results,  

 (xi i)  ensur ing the preparation and distr ibut ion of  any championship 
audio-visual mater ial ,  

 (xi i i)  ensur ing the review and approval of  the WMA Handbook and 
General Assembly Handbook, and  

 (xiv)  convening and sett ing the agenda for Organisational Advisory 
Committee meet ings.  

7. Roles and Responsibilit ies of the Vice-President Competition 

7.1 The Vice-President Compet it ion shal l be the Chair of  the Competit ion 
Committee, and shal l be responsible for al l WMA compet it ion matters.  

7.2 The Vice-President Compet it ion shall Chair the Stadia Sub -Committee,  
the Non-Stadia Sub-Committee, and the W MA Championship 
Management Team. 

7.3 The Vice-President Compet it ion shall  be a signatory to al l WMA 
Championship contracts.  
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7.4 The Vice-President Compet it ion is the primary WMA technical delegate 
to al l WMA sanct ioned world championships, and shal l be res ponsible 
for all compet it ion organisat ion, track and f ield and non -stadia matters,  
subject to any instruct ion f rom Counci l.  

7.5 The Vice-President Competit ion shal l  l ia ise with Local Organising 
Committees of  al l outdoor and indoor WMA championships on the 
technical arrangements and the conduct of  the technical aspects of  the 
championships, and shall be responsible for the f inal determination on 
al l technical matters at such championships.  

7.6 The Vice-President Compet it ion shal l make regular reports to Coun ci l  
on the progress of  each WMA championship and on other competit ion 
matters.  

7.7 The Vice-President Compet it ion may nominate other technical 
appointees, subject to Council approval,  to act on his behalf  at WMA 
sanctioned wor ld championships.  

7.8 The Vice-President Compet it ion shall nominate the Chief  Race Walk 
Judge at al l WMA championships, subject to approval by the Counci l.   
The Vice-President Compet it ion and the Chief  Race Walk Judge shal l  
approve the race walk judges in compliance with the IAAF rules  and in 
consultat ion with the Local Organising Committee.  

7.9 The Vice-President Compet it ion’s responsibi l i t ies shal l also include:  

 ( i)  convening and sett ing the agenda for Competit ion Committee 
meetings,  

 ( i i)  l iaising with the Organisational Advisory Committee,  

 ( i i i)  undertaking pre-bid evaluat ions of  venues and facil i t ies for WMA 
championship bidding candidates,  

 ( iv)  undertaking pre-championship meet ings with the Local Organising 
Committee in relat ion to track, f ield, track walks, road walks, 
cross country, competit ion off icials, safety of f icials, and their  
accommodat ion,  

 (v)  agreeing entry closing dates, athletes entry and event detai l,  
including competit ion schedules for prel iminary rounds and 
combined events,  

 (vi)  together with the Executive Vice-President ensur ing the approval 
of  the Local Organising Committees Entry Booklet  and 
Compet itors Handbook based on suppl ied templates,  

 (vi i)  select ing WMA technical appointees to WMA championships, and 
l iaising with the Local Organising Committee on the i nvitat ion of 
international of f icials,  

 (vi i i)  together with the Executive Vice -President and others, convening 
and co-chair ing the dai ly team manager meetings at WMA 
championships,  

 ( ix)  ensur ing the t imely publicat ion of  a WMA championship 
competit ion t imetable,  

 (x)  undertaking a technical review af ter WMA championships,  

 (xi)  ensur ing t imely results post ing at WMA championships, and 
reviewing and approving the championship results booklet prior to 
publicat ion,  
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 (xi i)  evaluat ing proposed changes to the Ru les of  Competit ion,  

 (xi i i)  reviewing and approving any computerized meet management 
system, 

 (xiv)  ensur ing the per iodic updat ing of  Age -Graded Factors Stadia and 
Age-Graded Factors Road, and  

 (xv)  l iaising with the IAAF Competit ion Committee on WMA –IAAF rules 
changes.  

8. Roles and Responsibilit ies of the Secretary  

8.1 The Secretary shal l be direct ly responsible for the day -to-day workings 
and administrat ion of  WMA. 

8.2 The Secretary shal l  create and maintain ful l records including al l  
incoming and outgoing correspondence and notices of  motion, and 
undertake al l administrat ion on behalf  of  the WMA, Council and the 
Execut ive, and shal l:  

 ( i)  keep the President informed on al l relevant WMA matters in a 
t imely manner,  

 ( i i)  keep the Council and Execut ive informed  of  correspondence 
received or sent on such matters that he or the President 
considers is appropr iate, and  

 ( i i i)  keep al l Members informed of  WMA business as appropr iate.  

8.3 The Secretary shal l convene meet ings of  the General Assembly,  
Counci l and Execut ive at the direct ion of  the President and in 
accordance with the Const itut ion, and these By -Laws.  

8.4 The Secretary shal l ,  pr ior to each General Assembly, Council and 
Execut ive meeting, comply with the requirements imposed on the 
Secretary by the Constitut ion which include:  

 ( i)  producing and distr ibut ing an agenda and the relevant 
documentation,  

 ( i i)  not ifying Members of candidates for elect ion to Council with their  
curr iculum vitae and support ing information, and  

 ( i i i)  advising Members of  resolut ions.  

8.5 The Secretary shal l record or have recorded clear, accurate and 
complete minutes in Engl ish of  all General Assembly, Counci l and 
Execut ive meetings.  

8.6 The Secretary shal l  provide new edit ions of  WMA documents and 
pol ic ies to al l Members and Counci l in  pr inted and/or electronic format.  

8.7 The Secretary shal l  submit to each General Assembly a report of  
WMA’s act ivit ies for the period since the preceding General Assembly.  

8.8 The Secretary shal l submit to each meet ing of the Counci l or Execut ive 
a report  on the WMA’s act ivit ies for the period since the previous 
Counci l or Execut ive meeting.  

8.9 The Secretary or the Treasurer shal l  be a co -signatory with the 
President to all payments and contracts with a value greater than 
US$10,000 or when the Common Seal  is aff ixed to any document.  Ful l  
detai ls of  any payments made by the President and the Secretary shal l  
be recorded and promptly provided to the Treasurer.  
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8.10 The Secretary shal l  together with the President and Treasurer be a 
member of  the Finance Committee, and shal l:  

 ( i)  assist in the preparation of  annual budgets,  

 ( i i)  undertake expenditure reviews,  

 ( i i i)  undertake strategic f inancial planning and target sett ing,  

 ( iv)  undertake f inancial r isk analysis,  

 (v)  review proposed contract and commercial agreements, and 

 (vi)  undertake f inancial impact analysis of  proposed pol icies.  

8.11 The Secretary’s responsibil i t ies shal l also include:  

 ( i)  maintaining a register of all Members including a database of  all 
championship competitors as required to determine the number of  
Delegates to which each Member is entit led at a General 
Assembly,  

 ( i i)  prepar ing, print ing and distr ibut ing an annual report on WMA 
activit ies to the IAAF,  

 ( i i i)  organizing the preparation, pr int ing, translat ion and distr ibut ion of 
the General Assembly Handbook,  

 ( iv)  organizing the updating, including translat ion of the electronic 
WMA Handbook, general ly biennially,  

 (v)  maintaining an updated Const itut ion, By-Laws, Rules, Anti -Doping 
Rules and Formal Policies,  

 (vi)  organizing Council ’s  and the Execut ive’s t ravel plans,  

 (vi i)  organizing social functions during Counci l meet ings and the Best 
Masters IAAF Gala, in consultat ion with the Treasurer,  

 (vi i i)  assist ing in provision of  information for the maintenance and 
update of  the WMA website,  

 ( ix)  assist ing in provision of  information to the WMA Media -Marketing 
& Communicat ions Committee,  

 (x)  report ing to governmental authorit ies in accordance with legal 
requirements.  

9. Roles and Responsibilit ies of the Treasurer  

9.1 The Treasurer shal l  be responsible for the management of  WMA’s 
f inances and accounting and shal l collect all moneys due to WMA, and 
pay all accounts owed by it  in a t imely manner.  

9.2 The Treasurer shal l  keep and maintain true and orderly records and 
accounts of  WMA’s f inancial a f fairs including:  

 ( i)  moneys received and expended,  

 ( i i)  full details of  the matters in respect of  which such transactions 
have taken place, and 

 ( i i i)  WMA’s assets and l iabi l i t ies.  

9.3 Between General Assemblies the Treasurer, in consultat ion with the 
President and the Secretary as members of  the Finance Committee,  
shall prepare an interim annual budget for the Execut ive for the next  
f inancial year, in accordance with the approved biennial budget,  
antic ipated revenues and expenditure, and which includes an 
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assessment of  any changes to WMA’s f inancial wel l -being.  This shal l  
be provided for considerat ion by the Executive, and Counci l.  

9.4 The Treasurer shal l together with the Executive prepare for Counci l at  
its regular ly scheduled meetings a detai led bien nial budget based on 
antic ipated income, revenues and expenditure, Off icer’s budgets and 
travel,  for the next two calendar years, and an assessment of  WMA’s 
f inancial well -being. 

9.5 The Treasurer shall  submit to Counci l an audited report and detai led 
statement of income and expenditure for the preceding account ing 
period prompt ly following the end of  the accounting per iod, and in any 
event no later than 90 days pr ior to the next General Assembly.  

9.6 The Treasurer shal l present to the General Assembly for  approval the 
audited balance sheet and statement of  income and expenditures for 
the preceding accounting per iod, and the proposed biennial budget.  
Where a General Assembly meeting is held in an adjacent year, the 
audited balance sheet and detai led statement of income and 
expenditures shal l be for the preceding year only.  

9.7 The Treasurer or the Secretary shal l  be a co -signatory with the 
President to all payments and contracts with a value greater than  
US$10,000 or when the Common Seal is aff ixed to any d ocument.  

9.8 The Treasurer shall  l ia ise with the appointed independent auditors in 
relat ion to the preparation of  each audit report of WMA’s f inances, 
general ly biennially.  

9.9 The Treasurer shal l  together with the President and Secretary be a 
member of  the Finance Committee, and shal l:  

 ( i)  undertake expenditure reviews,  

 ( i i)  undertake strategic f inancial planning and target sett ing,  

 ( i i i)  undertake f inancial r isk analysis,  

 ( iv)  review proposed contract and commercial agreements, and  

 (v)  undertake f inancial impact analysis of  proposed pol icies.  

9.10 The Treasurer’s responsibil i t ies shal l also include:  

 ( i)  maintaining bank accounts in the name of  WMA,  

 ( i i)  col lect ing funds f rom championship hosting organisat ions, such as 
r ights fees for WMA championships and competitors’ entry fees at  
such championships,  

 ( i i i)  providing reconcil iat ion requirements of  any grants made to WMA,  

 ( iv)  managing WMA’s accounts and investments as approved by the 
Execut ive, and 

 (v)  prepar ing and f i l ing tax returns.  

9.11 The Treasurer shal l be bonded to a value of  US$250,000 or as 
determined by Counci l.  

10. Roles and Responsibilit ies of the Women’s Representative  

10.1 The posit ion of  the Women's Representat ive shal l be f i l led by a 
woman.  

10.2 The Women’s Representat ive shal l:  
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 ( i)  ensure that due considerat ion is given at all t imes to the part icular 
interests of  female Masters Athletes, of f icials and administrators 
of  the Members in al l Regions,  

 ( i i)  co-ordinate the development and implementation of  strategies that 
encourage and fac i l i tate the engagement and the retention of 
women in masters athlet ics as athletes, off icials and 
administrators,  

 ( i i i)  l iaise with Regional Associat ions to ensure the interests of  female 
Masters Athletes, off icials and administrators are being given 
appropr iate recognit ion and attention, and that strategies adopted 
at the WMA level are being implemented at the Regional level,  

 ( iv)  l iaise with appropr iate IAAF personnel to encourage the inclusion 
of  female Masters Athletes, off icials and administrators in  IAAF 
coaching, education and administrat ive programs conducted at the 
IAAF regional level,  and  

 (v)  encourage the conduct of medical research projects that include 
female specif ic issues such as (but not l imited to) ageing and 
strength factors.  

10.3 The Women’s Representat ive responsibi l i t ies shal l also include:  

 ( i)  being the Chair of ,  convening and set t ing the agenda for the 
Women’s Committee,  

 ( i i)  being a member of  the Ant i -Doping & Medical Committee,  

 ( i i i)  being a member of  the Organisat ional Advisor y Committee,  

 ( iv)  mentoring Women’s Committee Regional Representat ives to assist  
them in promot ing and engaging more women as of f ic ials, 
administrators and athletes in the Regions,  

 (v)  undertaking f rom t ime to t ime, surveys in var ious age groupings 
on involvement, event preference and technical requirements for 
women’s part ic ipat ion,  

 (vi)  l iaising with WMA championship Local Organising Committees to 
include act ivit ies that promote the status of  women’s athlet ics and 
st imulate their part ic ipat ion, and  

 (vi i)  as a member of  the Anti -Doping & Medical Committee, exploring 
and invest igating the relevant medical requirements for women.  

11. Roles and Responsibilit ies of the IAAF Representative  

11.1 The IAAF shal l appoint the IAAF Representat ive.  

11.2 The IAAF Representat ive’s key responsibi l i ty is l iaison between WMA 
and IAAF, in part icular to ensure that the IAAF’s interests are 
adequately represented to the WMA and that WMA’s specif ic interests 
are adequately represented to IAAF.  

11.3 The IAAF Representat ive’s responsibi l i t ies shal l include:  

 ( i)  convening and chair ing the IAAF Masters Commission meetings,  

 ( i i)  promoting effect ive co-operation and exchange of information 
between IAAF and WMA,  

 ( i i i)  t imely communication to Counci l of all important IAAF 
developments that af fect WMA or masters athlet ics, and  

 ( iv)  ensur ing that WMA adheres to IAAF rules where appropr iate.  
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C, MEETINGS 

12. General Assembly and Special General Assembly  

12.1 The business of  the General Assembly, in order taking precedence 
over all other business unless otherwise resolved, shall  be, when 
required, to:  

 ( i)  approve, amend or reject any standing orders issued by the 
Execut ive relat ing to the conduct of  the General Assembly, and to 
approve or amend the content and sequence of  the agenda,  

 ( i i)  conf irm the minutes of  the previous General Assembly,  

 ( i i i)  deal with any business aris ing out of  the minutes,  

 ( iv)  receive, and if  thought f it ,  adopt the annual reports,  

 (v)  receive, and if  thought f it ,  approve the audited f inancial statement 
and the proposed budget,  

 (vi)  appoint the host  cit ies for the World Masters Athlet ics 
championships,  

 (vi i)  elect the Off icers,  

 (vi i i)  note the appointment of  the Regional Representat ives and the 
IAAF Representat ive,  

 ( ix)  confer honours as provided for in By-Law 12.2, 

 (x)  consider and decide on proposed changes to the Constitut ion, the 
By-Laws and the Rules of  Competit ion,  

 (xi)  in the case of  a special General Assembly, to deal with the 
matters for which it  was cal led, and  

 (xii)  deal with other matters and, emergency and elect ion issues.  

12.2 On the recommendation of  Counci l,  in recognit ion of  valued services 
given to the WMA, and its Regional and Member associat ions, the 
General Assembly may designate the following:  

 ( i)  past Council Presidents as Honorary Li fe Presidents,  

 ( i i)  past Council members as Honorary Life Personal Members, and  

 ( i i i)  other persons as Honorary Personal Members for long and 
meritorious service to the cause of  masters athlet ics.  

12.3 A suitable WMA diploma and pin wi l l be presented to al l recipients of  
the above awards.  Pins granted under By-Laws 12.2 ( i) ,  ( i i )  and ( i i i )  
shall be designated as Gold, Si lver and Bronze respect ively.  

13. Council Meetings 

13.1 Counci l meet ings should preferably be held annual ly, but shal l be held 
not less than once every two years.  

13.2 The President, Secretary and Treasurer joint ly may cal l for addit ional 
Counci l meet ings as deemed necessary.  

13.3 Any 6 members of  Counci l other than the President, Treasurer and 
Secretary may call for addit ional Counci l meeting s for specif ied WMA 
matters, subject to any f inancial constraints.  Alternatively any member 
of  Counci l may by electronic means submit a matter of concern via the 
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Secretary to the Executive for considerat ion or decision by electronic 
means.  

13.4 Counci l meet ings shal l be convened by the Secretary by giving Formal 
Notice and stat ing the agenda at least 30 days prior to the meeting.  

13.5 The Counci l meeting minutes shall be provided to al l Council  members 
within 45 days of  the meeting.  

14. Executive Meetings 

14.1 Execut ive meetings should be held annual ly.  

14.2 The President, Secretary and Treasurer joint ly may cal l for addit ional 
Execut ive meetings as deemed necessary.  

14.3 Any 4 members of  the Execut ive may cal l for addit ional meetings for 
specif ied matters.  A lternatively,  any member of  the Execut ive may by 
electronic means, submit a matter of  concern to the Executive for 
considerat ion, and for decision by a vote by electronic means.  

14.4 The Executive shal l  undertake the role of Council between Counci l  
meetings. 

14.5 Execut ive meet ings shall be convened by the Secretary generally at  
least 30 days prior to the meeting by giving Formal Not ice and stat ing 
the agenda.  

14.6 The Execut ive meeting minutes shal l  be provided to all Counci l  
members within 30 days of  the  meeting.  

14.7 Execut ive meetings may be held by electronic means.  

15. Conduct of Meetings 

15.1 The President shall  Chair all meet ings of  the General Assembly,  
Counci l and Execut ive.  In the President’s absence, the Execut ive 
Vice-President shal l  take the Chai r.   Where both are unavoidably 
absent, those present and el igible to vote shall elect a Chair for the 
durat ion of  the absence.  

15.2 A quorum for a General Assembly or Special General Assembly 
meeting shal l be two thirds of  the Delegates and members of  Coun ci l  
present at the meet ing at any t ime.  

15.3 A quorum for a Counci l meet ing shall be two thirds of  the members of  
Counci l.  

15.4 A quorum for an Executive meeting shall  be two thirds of  the members 
of  the Executive.  

15.5 For Counci l and Executive meet ings,  if  within one hour of the t ime 
notif ied for a meeting it  appears that it  wil l  not be possible to achieve a 
quorum, the Chair ,  in discussion with those present, shall:  

 ( i)  adjourn the meeting and attempt to re -convene the meet ing later  
in the day or on the following day or, fail ing that, on another date,  
or 

 ( i i)  dissolve the meet ing.  

15.6 The Chair may adjourn a meeting f rom t ime to t ime and from place to 
place, and no business shal l be transacted at a resumed meeting other 
than the unf inished business of  the meeting at which the adjournment 
took place.  
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15.7 For the General Assembly the Chair shall appoint two note -takers for 
the minutes and at least two scrut ineers for counting of  votes.  

15.8 The conduct of  Council and Execut ive meetings shall be conducted 
according to any standing orders attached to the agenda , or in their  
absence the most recent edit ion of  Roberts “Rules of  Order” . 

15.9 Counci l,  Execut ive and Committee meetings may be conducted by 
means of  telecommunication where this has been agreed by the Chair.  

 

D. COMMITTEES 

16. Standing and Ad Hoc Committees  

16.1 The Counci l shal l establ ish the following standing Committees:  

 ( i)  Compet it ion Committee,  

 ( i i)  Anti-Doping & Medical Committee,  

 ( i i i)  TUE Sub-Committee,  

 ( iv)  Law & Legislat ion Committee,  

 (v)  Records Committee,  

 (vi)  Organisational Advisory Committee,  

 (vi i)  Women’s Committee,  

 (vi i i)  Media-Marketing & Communications Committee, and  

 ( ix)  Finance Committee.  

16.2 The Counci l may from t ime to t ime establ ish ad hoc committees for 
specif ic purposes.  

17. General Rules for Committees  

17.1 Persons appointed to  Committees may be appointed for a term of  up to 
4 years, and may be re-appointed indef ini tely.  

17.2 Chairs and members of  a Committee shal l be appointed on the basis of 
the Committee’s required expert ise and exper ience and a wi l l ingness to 
work to achieve the Objects.  Ad hoc appointments to meet specif ic 
targeted requirements or expert ise within a Committee may be made by 
the President in consultat ion with the Committee Chair and/or the 
Execut ive.  

17.3 The Chair of  a Committee with the permission of  the President may 
invite an individual with specif ic expert ise in relat ion to the 
responsibi l i t ies of  a Committee, to assist members in their  
considerat ion of  issues or to sit  with the Committee as an o bserver.   
The expert so invited is not a Committee member.  

17.4 Much of  Committee business, part icularly where cr it ical t ime frames 
are involved, wi l l  be conducted through electronic means, and in such 
cases the Chair shal l coordinate the responses to the  issues under 
considerat ion.  

17.5 The Chair shal l chair all formal meetings of a Committee, however, in 
the Chair ’s absence those present shal l agree on a Chair.  
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17.6 Al l Committee meetings or del iberat ions should whenever possible be 
conducted informally and seek to achieve a consensus rather than a 
formal vote on issues.  

17.7 Committee meetings may be held face -to-face at WMA Stadia 
Championships, but ad hoc meetings deal ing with urgent matters may 
also be convened by the Chair on short  term notice and may be held 
face-to-face or by electronic means.  

17.8 Face-to-face Committee meetings shal l be convened by the Chair at  
least 45 days prior  to the meeting, by giving notice specifying the 
agenda for the meeting.  

17.9 Issues for Committee considerat ion may be proposed by the Chair ,  
other Committee members, or by the President.  

17.10 Minutes, formal records or outcomes shall be kept for Committee 
meetings and del iberat ions, and the outcomes shal l be circulated to the 
Counci l.  

17.11 Any document or publ icat ion produced on behalf  of  WMA by an Off ice 
Bearer shal l become the intellectual property of  WMA, and can be used 
by WMA in whatever way it  sees f it .  

18. Competition Committee 

18.1 The Compet it ion Committee shal l have jurisdict ion over al l indoor and 
outdoor WMA Championships, subject to any decision by Counci l.   

18.2 The Competit ion Committee shall consist of :  

 ( i)  the Vice-President Competit ion as Chair,  

 ( i i)  a Stadia Sub-Committee and a Non-Stadia Sub-Committee, each 
consist ing of three members, and a WMA Champi onship 
Management Team consist ing of  up to 6 persons, and  

 ( i i i)  a stadia and a non-stadia representat ive appointed by the Local 
Organising Committee of  the next outdoor WMA championships.  

18.3 The Stadia Sub-Committee shal l be responsible for the followin g 
events as part of  a championship:  

 ( i)  al l events held on a track except race walks,  

 ( i i)  al l f ield events, and 

 ( i i i)  al l combined events competit ions.  

18.4 The Non-Stadia Sub-Committee shal l be responsible for the following 
events as part of  a championship:  

 ( i)  al l road-running and mountain running events,  

 ( i i)  al l cross-country events, and 

 ( i i i)  al l race walks.  

18.5 The WMA Championship Management Team shall work with the Local 
Organising Committee as part of the WMA Championship team to 
ensure the management of  all the events on Track, Field, Non -Stadia,  
the Technical Information Centre, the Cal l Room, and safety.  

18.6 The Committee members shall be appointed by the President in 
consultat ion with the Counci l based upon nominat ions submitted to him 
by the Vice-President Competit ion in relat ion to their specif ic 
exper ience in stadia and non-stadia events.  
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18.7 The Championship Management Team shal l be appointed by the 
President and Vice-President Compet it ion in consultat ion with the 
Counci l.  

18.7 Meet ings of  the Competit ion Committee at WMA Stadia Championships 
shall be “open” to attendance by any athletes.  

18.8 The Competit ion Committee shal l consider any proposal relat ing to the 
Rules of  Compet it ion made by the Counci l,  a Member, a Region or the 
Vice-President Competit ion. The Chair  shal l submit the Competit ion 
Committee’s recommendations relat ing thereto to Counci l for approval 
and considerat ion by the General Assembly.  

18.9 The Vice-President Compet it ion with the Competit ion Committee shal l  
coordinate the per iodic updating of  Age-Graded Factors Stadia and 
Age-Graded Factors Road.  

19. Anti-Doping & Medical Committee  

19.1 The Anti-Doping & Medical Committee shall have jurisdict ion over al l  
WMA activit ies relat ing to doping and medical matters, subject to a ny 
decisions of  Counci l.  

19.2 The Anti-Doping & Medical Committee shall work in close co -operat ion 
with the IAAF Medical & Anti -Doping Commission.  

19.3 The Anti-Doping & Medical Committee shal l consist of :  

 ( i)  an appointed Chair,  

 ( i i)  the Women’s Representat ive, and 

 ( i i i)  six addit ional members, one from each Region, four or more of 
whom shal l have medical backgrounds and one or more of  whom 
shall have legal experience.  

19.4 The Chair shal l be appointed, preferably but not necessari ly f rom 
amongst the Council 's ranks, by the President in consultat ion with the 
Counci l.  

19.5 The Chair of  the Anti -Doping & Medical Committee shall be the “WMA 
Anti-Doping Administrator” as identif ied in Anti -Doping Rules.  

19.6 The six addit ional Committee members shall be appo inted by the 
President in consultat ion with Counci l based upon nominat ions 
submitted to him by the Chair of  the Anti -Doping & Medical Committee.  

19.7 The Anti-Doping & Medical Committee shall be responsible for the 
coordinat ion and oversight of doping con trol at al l WMA championships 
and for implementing the Anti -Doping Rules.  

19.8 The Anti-Doping & Medical Committee shall be responsible for the 
coordinat ion and oversight of  all medical and f irst -aid requirements at  
a WMA championship.  

19.9 The Anti-Doping & Medical Committee shal l advise the Council and the 
Law & Legislat ion Committee on al l general matters and specif ic 
matters relat ing to doping under WMA jurisdict ion.  

19.10 The Chair of  the Anti -Doping & Medical Committee shall provide an 
annual report to Counci l that addresses the range of issues considered 
by the Committee and by the TUE Sub-Committee.  



World Masters Athletics By-Laws 2016-2018 

 

 

January 2017 
 

20. TUE Sub-Committee  

20.1 The TUE Sub-Committee shal l be a sub-committee of  the Anti -Doping & 
Medical Committee and shall  be responsible for the management  of  all  
Therapeut ic Use Exemption (TUE) appl icat ions  

20.2 The TUE Sub-Committee shal l consist of  the Chair of  the Anti -Doping & 
Medical Committee and f ive medical pract it ioners with a sound 
knowledge of  clinical,  sports and exercise medicine.  

20.3 Other than the Chair,  no more than two members of  the TUE Sub -
Committee may come from the Anti -Doping & Medical Committee, and 
other members shall  be appointed by the President in consultat ion with 
Counci l based upon nominations submit ted to him by the Chair of  th e 
Anti-Doping & Medical Committee or Counci l.   The Chair of  the Anti -
Doping & Medical Committee with the permission of  the President may 
appoint an addit ional person or persons to the TUE Sub -Committee.  

20.4 The TUE Sub-Committee shal l prompt ly evaluate an y TUE appl icat ion 
in accordance with TUE Regulat ions.  

20.5 Where the TUE Sub-Committee grants or rejects a TUE exemption on 
behalf  of WMA, it  shal l report their decision promptly to the athlete and 
the athlete's Member Federat ion.  

20.6 The TUE Sub-Committee may consider and grant a late or 
retrospect ive TUE if  i t  is sat isf ied that good cause exists, and that if  
the appl icat ion had been lodged in a t imely fashion as per the TUE 
Regulat ions, the applicat ion would have been granted.  

21. Law & Legislation Committee 

21.1 The Law & Legislat ion Committee shall be responsible for:  

 ( i)  reviewing all proposed changes to the Const itut ion, By -Laws and 
Rules for clarity of  language and for any inconsistency with the 
provisions elsewhere in the Constitut ion, By -Laws and Rules, but  
shall not modify the intent ion of  any proposed change without the 
wr it ten permission of  the author,  

 ( i i)  dealing with discipl ine or misconduct matters, or breaches of  the 
IAAF Code of  Ethics involving athletes, coaches, off icials, support  
staff  and administrators at WMA championships,  

 ( i i i)  dealing with doping-related allegations under WMA’s jur isdict ion 
involving athletes, support staff  and administrators at  WMA 
championships,  

 ( iv)  part ic ipating in the adjudication of  discipl inary matters as pro vided 
in By-Laws 33, 34 and 35, and  

 (v)  dealing with matters of  arbitrat ion.  

21.2 The Law & Legislat ion Committee shall consist of  f ive members:  

 ( i)  a Chair,  preferably but not necessar i ly, an individual amongst the 
Counci l 's ranks, appointed by the Pres ident in consultat ion with 
the Council,  and 

 ( i i)  four addit ional members of  whom some should have legal 
exper ience.  
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21.3 The four addit ional members shal l be appointed by the President in 
consultat ion with Council based upon nominat ions submitted to him b y 
Counci l.  

21.4 The Law & Legislat ion Committee shal l  report back to Council in a 
t imely manner in relat ion to any proposed changes to the Constitut ion,  
By-Laws and Rules, as wel l as the outcome of any discipl inary matters 
which it  adjudicates.  

22. Records Committee 

22.1 The Records Committee shal l be responsible for the checking and 
approval of  applicat ions for wor ld masters f ive -year age group records 
and best performances by Masters Athletes.  

22.2 The Records Commit tee shall consist of  at least seven members : 

 ( i)  a Chair,  preferably an individual f rom amongst the Council 's 
ranks, 

 ( i i)  a WMA Statist ic ian, who may also be the Chair,  and  

 ( i i i)  six regional stat ist ic ians, one from each of  the Regions.  

22.3 The Chair shal l be appointed by the President in consu ltat ion with the 
Counci l.  

22.4 The Chair shal l have the r ight to nominate the WMA Statist ician whose 
appointment shall be rat if ied by the Counci l.  

22.5 Each Region shall have the r ight to nominate one regional stat ist ic ian 
to the Records Committee.  If  a Region does not do so, the President 
can nominate an individual f rom that Region on its behalf .  

22.6 In conjunct ion with the Records Committee, the WMA Statist ician shal l  
maintain an up-to-date database of  world masters records and best  
performances and sha ll coordinate and publ ish an updated record 
register on the WMA website.  

22.7 The Records Committee shal l be responsible for the r igorous technical 
basis for the recognit ion of  world records and best performances by 
Masters Athletes ,  and that the appl icat ion procedure for these is 
consistent with the Rules of  Competit ion so as to ensure the 
recognit ion and standing thereof.  

22.8 The Chair shal l report to Counci l on new world records and best  
performances, and issues that need to be addressed in relat ion to  
record keeping, and identify WMA variat ions to IAAF rules regarding 
world records and best performances.  

22.9 The WMA Statist ic ian shal l also l iaise with the Vice -President 
Compet it ion to ensure the appropriate technical standards and 
off iciat ing for the recognit ion of  world records and best performances 
set at WMA championships.  

23. Organisational Advisory Committee  

23.1 The Organisational Advisory Committee shall coordinate al l  
organisat ional matters pertaining to the non -technical competit ion 
aspects of  WMA championships, and shal l act as l ia ison between the 
Counci l and the Local Organising Committee in relat ion to such 
matters.  
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23.2 The Organisational Advisory Committee shall consist of  six members:  

 ( i)  the Executive Vice-President as Chair,  

 ( i i)  the Vice-President Competit ion,  

 ( i i i)  the Women’s Representat ive,  

 ( iv)  one Regional Representat ive, and  

 (v)  two addit ional members who shall not be members of  Counci l.  

23.3 The Regional Representat ive and the two addit ional members shall be 
appointed by the President in consultat ion with Council f rom 
nominations submitted to him by the chair.  

23.4 The Organisational Advisory Committee Chair,  or an alternate 
nominated by the Chair and approved by the Counci l,  shal l be the 
primary WMA organisational delegate to al l WMA championships.  

23.5 The non-technical competit ion aspects of  the WMA championships 
shall include, but not be l imited to the entry booklet,  pre -championship 
promotional material,  accommodation, transportat ion, opening and 
closing ceremonies,  competito r ’s handbook, results booklet,  media,  
award ceremonies and contractual compliance.  

23.6 The Organisat ional Advisory Committee shall submit to the Counci l for 
approval all quest ions of policy regarding the non -technical competit ion 
aspects of  WMA championsh ips and shall provide a report to the 
President on the status of  the work required to be done by the Local 
Organising Committee.  

24. Women’s Committee 

24.1 The Women’s Committee shal l represent the interests of  female 
Masters Athletes.  

24.2 The Women’s Committee shall consist of  seven members:  

 ( i)  the Women’s Representat ive as Chair,  and  

 ( i i)  six addit ional female members, one from each of  the Regions.  

24.3 Each of  the Regions shal l have the r ight to appoint one member to the 
Women’s Committee.  Where a Region does not appoint a member the 
President can then appoint a member on its behalf .  

24.4 The Women’s Committee shal l develop strategies that encourage and 
facil i tate the engagement and the retention of  women in masters 
athlet ics as athletes, off icials and administrators, part icular ly for those 
Members where there is a signif icant imbalance between the number of  
male and female athletes, off icials and administrators.  

24.5 The Women’s Committee shal l l ia ise with championship Local 
Organising Committees to include act ivi t ies which promote the status 
of  women’s athlet ics and st imulate their part ic ipation,  and wil l  
undertake surveys f rom t ime to t ime in var ious age groupings on 
involvement, event preference and technical requirements for women’s 
part ic ipation.  

24.6 Meet ings of  the Women’s Committee at Stadia Championships shal l be 
“open” to attendance by any athletes.  
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25. Media-Marketing & Communications Committee  

25.1 The Media-Marketing & Communications Committee shall assist the 
President and the Executive in the promotion and marketing of  WMA 
and the identif icat ion of  potential sponsors.  

25.2 The Media-Marketing & Communications Committee shall consist of  
f ive members:  

 ( i)  the President as Chair,  and  

 ( i i)  four addit ional members, one of  whom shall be the WMA websi te 
manager.  

25.3 The four addit ional members of  that Committee shal l be appointed by 
the President in consultat ion with the Council based on their expert ise 
and experience in the areas of  that Committee’s responsibil i t ies.  

25.4 The Media-Marketing & Communicat ions Committee shal l:  

 ( i)  develop a communications plan for WMA,  

 ( i i)  identify and recommend specif ic act ivit ies or opportunit ies for the 
promotion of  WMA, 

 ( i i i)  prepare regular media releases that address topical masters 
athlet ics issues and/or maintain WMA’s media prof i le for 
considerat ion by the President and the Executive,  

 ( iv)  assist with the draf t ing of  other promotional mater ials as directed 
by the President,  

 (v)  develop a marketing strategy for WMA and masters athlet ics 
throughout the world , 

 (vi)  explore and develop specif ic commercial and sponsorship 
opportunit ies for WMA,  

 (vii)  l iaise with the Secretary and other Committees as appropriate,  

 (vi i i)  monitor WMA’s prof i le in the media and report to the Executive 
thereon,  

 ( ix)  maintain and update the WMA website, and  

 (x)  ensure that information as to signif icant events, f inancial and 
otherwise, occurring between General Assemblies, is made 
available to Members by post ing on the website or by electronic 
means.  

25.5 The website manager may be supported by assistant website managers 
appointed by the President in consultat ion with the website manager, 
for the day-to-day management of  the WMA website.  

25.6 The WMA website shal l provide news and technical,  administrat ive and 
other information rela t ing to masters athlet ics at the wor ld level.  

26. Finance Committee 

26.1 The Finance Committee shall assist the Treasurer in the oversight of  
WMA’s f inancial affairs, f inancial planning and related matters to 
ensure balance, transparency and integrity, and WMA ’s ongoing 
f inancial viabi l i ty.  

26.2 The Finance Commit tee shall consist of  a minimum of three members:  

 ( i)  the President as Chair,  



World Masters Athletics By-Laws 2016-2018 

 

 

January 2017 
 

 ( i i)  the Treasurer,  

 ( i i i)  the Secretary, and  

26.3 Addit ional ad hoc members may be coopted to the Finance Committee 
by the President in consultat ion with the Treasurer and Secretary 
based on the areas of  expert ise required by the Committee.  

26.4 The Finance Commit tee’s responsibi l i t ies shal l be to:  

 ( i)  periodically review WMA’s expenditure, revenues, balance sheet,  
investments and other matters related to its f inancial wel lbeing,  

 ( i i)  endorse an annual budget for submission to Counci l,  

 ( i i i)  develop a f inancial planning and investment strategy, and set  
f inancial object ives and targets that wi l l  ensure WMA’s ongoing 
f inancial viabi l i ty,  

 ( iv)  develop strategies for the management and investment of  WMA’s 
assets,  

 (v)  review WMA’s f inancial and other r isks and potential l iabil i t ies,  
and develop strategies to address these,  

 (vi)  review and advise in relat ion to any proposed c ontract commercial 
agreement or to any business opportunity avai lable to WMA,  

 (vii)  review and recommend internal f inancial procedures and pol ic ies,  

 (vi i i)  monitor and report  upon performance in relat ion to WMA’s 
f inancial object ives, targets and budgets ,  

 ( ix)  recommend external independent auditors,  

 (x)  undertake an economic assessment of  pol icy proposals involving 
or that may involve f inancial expenditure,  and  

 (xi)  report s ix-monthly or otherwise as may be requested by the 
Counci l.  

 

E. FINANCIAL 

27. Auditors  

27.1 Independent Auditors shal l be appointed by the Counci l to audit  the 
f inancial accounts.  

27.2 The auditors shal l be appointed for a term that shall commence at the 
close of  the Championships at which they are appointed and that shal l  
end at the close of  the second Championships following.  The auditors 
may be reappointed.  

27.3 The f inancial statements shal l be audited pr ior to each General 
Assembly in compliance with this Const itut ion and the By - laws, and the 
laws of  the jurisdict ion in which WMA is registered, and the result  of  
such audit  shall be reported in wr it ing to the General Assembly.  

27.4 The Auditors shall be given all necessary access to the accounts,  
f inancial reports and bookkeeping to enable them to perform their task,  
and shal l also be given the opportunity to obtain clarif icat ions and 
explanat ions f rom the Treasurer or other Off icer.  

27.5 The audit shal l be the subject of  a wr it ten audit  report provided to the 
Counci l pr ior to presentat ion to the General Assembly.  
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27.6 The extent of  the audit  work performed shal l be summarised and 
detai led in the report,  which shal l provide an opinion as to the f inancial 
statements.  

 

F. MEMBERSHIP 

28. Eligible Masters Organizations 

28.1 Clause 4.1 of  the WMA Const itut ion only permits one proper ly 
constituted associat ion or organizat ion that represents Masters 
Athletes for each Country or Territory to be eligible for Membership of  
WMA.  However, where an associat ion or organization recognized by or 
aff i l iated with IAAF applies to be a Member in a Countr y or Territory 
where there is already an exist ing Member, the Counci l shal l,  taking 
into account any advice f rom the IAAF, rule on the appl icat ion and 
decide which associat ion or organization should be the Member and 
refuse or terminate the Membership of  t he other.  

28.2 Where an appl icant has not been accepted as a Member, or where a 
former Member’s Membership is terminated, they may appeal the 
decision to the Law & Legislat ion Committee.  

28.3 Any such appeal under By-Law 28.2 shall  be provided in wr it ing t o the 
Secretary within 30 days f rom receipt of  the decision of  the Counci l.  

29. Termination of Membership  

29.1 Where the Council  recommends suspension or terminat ion of  a 
Member’s Membership or its off icers under Clause 5.3 of the 
Const itut ion, the Secretary shal l as soon as pract icable give Formal 
Notice to the Member or its off icers at the Member’s last known contact  
address:  

 ( i)  sett ing out the notice of motion to the General Assembly and the 
grounds on which it  was based  

 ( i i)  stat ing the date, place and t ime of  that General Assembly, and  

 ( i i i)  informing the Member or its off icers that their Delegate(s) may:  

  (a) attend and speak to the motion at that General Assembly, but 
if  they speak in a language other than Engl ish, they must 
arrange for a translator to translate into Engl ish, and/or  

  (b) submit through the Secretary at or prior to that General 
Assembly wr it ten representat ions relat ing to the notice of 
motion.  

29.2 Subject to any statutory requirements of  the jurisdict ion in which WMA 
is registered, the General Assembly:  

 ( i)  shall give the Member or its off icers mentioned in By -Law 29.1 an 
opportunity to make oral representat ions as aforesaid,  

 ( i i)  shall give due considerat ion to any wr it ten representat ions 
submitted to the General Assembly by the Member or its of f icers 
at or prior to the General Assembly, and  

 ( i i i)  may decide by a Special Majority, ei ther to terminate or to 
suspend that Member's Membership or suspend its off icers and, if  
to suspend, the terms of  that suspension.  
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29.3 Where the General Assembly has voted to terminate or suspend 
membership or off icers under By-Law 29.2 ( i i i) ,  the Secretary shal l  
within two weeks of  the passing of  the resolut ion:  

 ( i)  give Formal Notice to the Member of  the passing of that 
resolut ion, stat ing that the decision wi l l come into effect in 30 
days f rom the date of  the resolut ion, and advising of  the Member’s 
or its off icers r ight of  appeal to the Law & Legislat ion Committee 
within that period, and  

 ( i i)  advise the IAAF secretary of  the resolut ion.  

29.4 Any decision to terminate the Membership of a Member under By -Laws 
28.1 or 29.2 ( i i i) ,  or to issue any other sanction, shal l be subject to an 
appeal to the Law & Legislat ion Committee.  

29.5 The decision of  the Law & Legislat ion Committee shal l have immediate 
effect and shal l be f inal and binding on the part ies with no further r ight 
of  appeal.  

29.6 Any Member resigning their Membership in WMA or having that 
Membership terminated shal l have no r ight to WMA`s assets, but shal l  
be l iable to pay any outstanding membership fees or other monies 
payable to WMA. 

29.7 A Member may resign f rom WMA by giving wr it ten notice to the 
Secretary on that Member's off icial letterhead.  

30. Membership Fees 

30.1 Membership fees referred to in Clause 6.1 of the Constitut ion are 
currently set at zero.  

 

G. REGIONS 

31. Regional Associations  

31.1 The Members in each Region shal l have or establish a Regional 
Associat ion, adopt a constitut ion and by - laws, elect a Regional counci l  
and hold Regional assembly meetings.  

31.2 The constitut ions and by-laws of  Regional Associat ions shall be 
consistent with and shall not be in conf l ict with WMA’s Constitut ion or 
these By-Laws. 

31.3 Regional championships shal l be considered WMA sanctioned and shal l  
be conducted in accordance with the WMA Rules of  Compet it ion.  

31.4 Regional Associat ions may conduct Regional and inter -Regional 
competit ions.  

31.5 Only members of  Members shall be permitted to part ic ipate in Regional 
and inter-Regional championships.  

31.6 Al l Masters Athletes who are members of  a Member shall  be al lowed to 
compete in any Regional championships subject to any requirements or 
sanctions imposed under these By-Laws; however, any Region may 
l imit  the number of  part ic ipants f rom other Regions.  
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31.7 The Regional Associat ions shal l each appoint a Regional 
Representat ive to the Counci l,  who shall be a member of  good standing 
of  a Member of  that Region.  

31.8 Regional Associat ions shal l  have the power to mediate and try to 
resolve regional membership issues and problems, including possible 
terminat ion, suspens ion or changes to Member associat ions,  consistent  
with WMA Membership and Termination of Membership as set out in 
the WMA Const itut ion and By-Laws.  Any proposed action that may 
arise out of  such considerat ion shall be provided as a recommendation 
to the WMA Secretary under Clause 5.3 of  the Const itut ion for 
considerat ion and decision by Counci l  as to whether th is should be 
voted on at a General Assembly.  

31.9 Where the Counci l recommends suspension or termination  or changes 
of  a Member’s membership or its off icers under Clause 5.3 of  the WMA 
Const itut ion, the Regional Secretary shall also inform the WMA 
Secretary of  on-going Formal Not ices to the Member or its of f icers .  

 

32. Regional Representatives  

32.1 The duties of  each Regional Representat ive are to:  

 ( i)  represent the Region and its interests and those of  its members,  

 ( i i)  report to the Council on the status of  the Region and masters 
athlet ics in the Region,  

 ( i i i)  keep the Secretary updated on changes in their Region’s contacts, 
and provide biennial updates on the Region’s membership detai ls 
to the Secretary,  

 ( iv)  report to the Regional Associat ion in relat ion to general and 
Region-specif ic WMA matters and engage in l ia ison between the 
Regional Associat ion and WMA as required,  

 (v)  part ic ipate in al l WMA Counci l meet ings, serve on Committees and 
other groups as needed from t ime to t ime, and undertake any 
other WMA roles and responsibi l i t ies as required,  

 (vi)  facil i tate the correct nomination and registrat ion of  Delegates 
represent ing Members in the Region to General Assemblies in 
compliance with requirements,  

 (vi i)  l iaise with the Regional Associat ion’s treasurer on the t imely 
applicat ion for WMA regional grants and the reconci l iat ion of  such 
grants,  

 (vi i i)  attend al l Team Manager meetings at WMA Stadi a Championships 
and as much as possible represent the interests of  those Members 
f rom the Region that  have not appointed Team Managers, and try 
to ensure that their  athletes are made aware of  the business 
determined at each such meeting, and  

 ( ix)  undertake any other assigned tasks in furtherance of  WMA’s 
Objects.  

32.2 Each Regional Representat ive shall also:  

 ( i)  with the assistance of  the relevant Member, provide a brief  
assessment to Counci l of  the strength of  a city’s bid to host a 
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WMA championship with in their Region, along with the init ia l  
proposal f rom the bid city,  

 ( i i)  l iaise between the Council,  the Regional Associat ion and the 
Local Organising Committee in the event of  a successful WMA 
Championship hosting bid f rom their Region, and  

 ( i i i)  assist  the Member making a successful bid and Local Organising 
Committee with the successful championships.planning and 
conduct of  such  

 

H, DISCIPLINE MATTERS 

33. Standard of Conduct of Office Bearers, Procedures and Sanctions  

33.1 Al l Off ice Bearers, as well as athletes, coaches, off icials, support staff  
and administrators, shall abide by the IAAF’s Code of  Ethics.  

33.2 No Off ice Bearer shall:  

 ( i)  improperly exercise powers conferred upon him, or  

 ( i i)  fail to carry out dut ies proper ly delegated to him, or  

 ( i i i)  act contrary to the Objects, or  

 ( iv)  display conduct prejudicial to the good name of  WMA or the sport 
of  masters athlet ics,  or  

 (v)  promote, organise, conduct or advert ise any internat ional masters 
athlet ic compet it ion not sanctioned by WMA that is in di rect  
competit ion with a WMA event, or  

 (vi)  breach the IAAF Code of  Ethics.  

33.3 Al legations of  any breach of  By-Law 33.2 shal l be made in wr it ing to 
the Secretary, who shal l prompt ly report al l such allegations to Counci l  
or,  if  the al legation relates to a member of  Counci l,  to the members of  
the Law and Legislat ion Committee,  which in either case,  shal l  
determine whether the al legation warrants further act ion.   Where such 
an al legation is found to warrant further act ion it  shall be adjudicated 
as follows:  

 ( i)  by Counci l i f  i t  relates to a member of  the Law and Legislat ion 
Committee,  

 ( i i)  by the Law and Legislat ion Committee if  i t  relates to any other 
Off ice Bearer, or  

 ( i i i)  by an ad hoc Committee consist ing of  four persons who have no 
conf l ict of  interest, one of  whom shall  be designated as Chair  and 
al l of  whom shall be appointed by the President in consultat ion 
with unaffected members of  Counci l,  i f  i t  relates to a person who 
is a member of  both Counci l and the Law & Legislat ion Committee.  

33.3 Those responsible to adjudicate al legat ions under By -Law 33.3 are 
herein referred to as the Adjudicat ing Committee.  

33.4 The accused person shall be fully informed by Formal Not ice of :  

 ( i)  the al legations made under By-Law 33.3,  

 ( i i)  whether the Adjudicating  Committee wil l  meet in person and if  so 
the date, t ime and place of  that meeting, and  

 ( i i i)  the correct means of del iver ing any defence.  
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33.5 Any and al l documents, evidence and other mater ial,  favourable or 
unfavourable to the accused that may be used in any deliberat ion, shal l  
be given to the accused before any considerat ion of  the allegations by 
the Adjudicat ing Committee takes place.  The accused shall also be 
given a copy of  the relevant parts of  these By-Laws.  

33.6 The accused shal l be given the opportunity to:  

 ( i)  provide a wr it ten defence to the Chair of  the Adjudicating 
Committee, or  

 ( i i)  where the Adjudicating Committee meets in person, to appear 
personal ly and/or be represented by another person to answer the 
charge. 

33.7 Where more than one individual is accused and the Adjudicating 
Committee is hear ing the charges consecutively at the same meeting, 
none of  the accused persons shal l be members of the Adjudicating 
Committee whether cleared of  the charges or not.  

33.8 Any wr it ten defence from the accused must be lodged with the Chair of  
the Adjudicat ing Committee within 30 days of  the sending of  
documentation regarding the al legat ion, who shal l within 7 days send it  
on to each member of  the Adjudicat ing Committee.  

33.9 Where such al legations are  made against the President or the 
Secretary, their duties whi le such proceedings cont inue shal l be 
carr ied out by the Executive Vice- President.  

33.10 An Off ice Bearer adjudicated to have been in breach of  By -Law 33.2 
may:  

 ( i)  be removed from Off ice, and/or  

 ( i i)  be suspended from any role in masters athlet ics for a period to be 
determined by the Adjudicating Committee, and/or  

 ( i i i)  be repr imanded in writ ing, and/or  

 ( iv)  be subjected to any other sanct ion that the Adjudicating 
Committee sees f it ,  includ ing without l imitat ion, publ icat ion of 
part iculars on the WMA website.  

33.11 Each member of  the Adjudicat ing Committee, shall within 15 days of  
receipt of  the defence of  the accused (or, if  no wr it ten defence is 
received, within 15 days of  the expirat ion o f  the 30 day period within 
which the accused was entit led to respond), and in accordance with the 
principles of natural just ice, submit wr i t ten recommendations to the 
Chair of  the Adjudicating Committee as to whether the al legation or 
al legations are to be dismissed or upheld and, if  upheld, as to what the 
sanctions l isted in By-Law 33.10 should be appl ied.  

33.12 Any upholding of  an accusat ion by  the Adjudicating Committee shal l be 
by a Special Major ity in accordance with the principles of  natural 
just ice by correspondence, in person or by electronic means.  The 
Chair of  the Adjudicating Committee shall promptly not ify the Secretary 
of  the decision of  the Adjudicat ing Committee.  

33.13 Within 15 days of  having received such notif icat ion f rom the Chair of  
the Adjudicating Committee the WMA Secretary shal l:  

 ( i)  inform the President and Counci l of  the decision of  the 
Adjudicat ing Commit tee,  
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 ( i i)  advise the accused by e-mail and registered mail  of  the outcome 
of  the al legation and of  any sanctions imposed, and s hall also 
outl ine any procedures and r ight to appeal the determination,  and  

 ( i i i)  where an al legation is upheld, advise al l Members of  the offending 
individual,  the nature of  his offence, the outcome of  the review 
and any sanct ions imposed.  

33.14 Any Off ice Bearer removed or suspended under By -Law 33 shal l 
automatical ly become inel igible to be or become a Member off icer or 
Delegate which in the case of  a suspension, shall be for the durat ion of 
such suspension.  

33.15 A person ceasing to be an Off ice Beare r must within 30 days promptly 
hand over al l mater ial direct ly relevant to his former role to the new 
incumbent or to the Secretary and otherwise comply with any 
agreement signed on his assumption of  off ice.  

34. Sanctions Involving Breaches of Championship Rul es 

34.1 Al legations that an athlete, coach, off icial,  support  staff  or  
administrator has been in breach of  Rule 9.1 and/or Rule 10.1 of  the 
Championship Rules shal l be adjudicated by the Counci l  or Law & 
Legislat ion Committee as determined by the President , which shall be 
referred to as the Adjudicating Committee in this context.  

34.2 Within 15 days of  the receipt of  such an al legation the Secretary shal l  
send a copy of  the al legation to the Chair of  the Adjudicating 
Committee who in turn shal l by Formal No tice send it  to each member 
of the Adjudicating Committee, and to the accused.  In deal ing with 
such matters the natural just ice procedures out l ined in By -Law 29 shal l  
be followed.  

34.3 An athlete, off icial,  support staff  or administrator adjudicated to ha ve 
been in breach of  Rule 9.1 of  the Championship Rules may:  

 ( i)  be suspended from any role in masters athlet ics for a period 
determined by the Adjudicating Committee, and/or  

 ( i i)  be repr imanded in writ ing, and/or  

 ( i i i)  be subjected to any other sanct ion that the Adjudicating 
Committee sees f it ,  including without l imitat ion, publ icat ion of 
part iculars on the WMA website.  

34.4 An athlete, coach, off icial,  support staff  or administrator adjudicated to 
have been in breach of  Rule 10.1 of  the Championship Rules may:  

 ( i)  be suspended from any role in masters athlet ics for a  Minimum 
period of  two years for a f irst offence, or for l i fe or such other 
term as is determined by the Adjudicating Committee for a 
subsequent offence, and/or  

 ( i i)  where the breach of  rule contains mult iple breeches the 
Adjudicat ion commit tee wil l consider the addit ion of  longer terms 
or a possible suspended sentence and/or  

 ( i i i)  be repr imanded in writ ing, and/or  

 (vi)  be subjected to any other sanction that the Adjudicating Committee  
sees f it ,  including without l imitat ion, publ icat ion of  part iculars on 
the WMA website.  
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34.5 Any suspension imposed under By-Laws 34.3 or 34.4 shal l be observed 
by Member of  which the individual is a member and by the relevant 
Regional Associat ion and shal l apply to al l  athlet ics and al l  masters 
athlet ics competit ions, management, administrat ion,  and act ivit ies 
including masters games.  

34.6 Any individual suspended by their National Governing Body shal l  
become inel igible to part icipate in any Member even ts during their  
suspension, and the individual ’s Member shal l not ify the WMA 
Secretary within 15 days of  the suspension, who shal l not ify al l  
Members of  the details of  the individual and the suspension.  

34.7 Masters Athletes convicted of  a f irst offence re lat ing to the improper 
use of  prohibited substances shal l not automatical ly be reinstated at  
the end of  their  (4)year suspension period unt i l they have made 
themselves avai lable for out -of-competit ion test ing by the Anti -Doping 
& Medical Committee or other  competent test ing authority approved by 
the Ant i-Doping & Medical Committee.   Any test ing shal l  be at the 
athlete’s cost and the athlete shall  provide information on their  
whereabouts to the Anti -Doping & Medical Committee or the test ing 
author ity for this purpose.  

34.8 The l if t ing of the suspension shall be dealt  with as provided in By -Law 
34.7 with the results reported to the Chair of  the Anti -Doping & Medical 
Committee, the athlete’s Member Federation and the Secretary, who 
shall not ify al l other relevant persons.  

35. Appeals 

35.1 Any Member or individual sanctioned under By -Laws 33 or 34 shal l  
have the r ight to appeal the determination and sanct ion to the Law & 
Legislat ion Committee, or, in the case of  a sanction imposed by the 
Law & Legislat ion Committee, to the International Court of  Arbitrat ion 
for Sport.   

35.2 Any appeal shall be conducted in English and the arbitrat ion decision 
shall be f inal and binding on al l part ies.  

35.3 WMA shall seek costs or contr ibut ion to costs incurred by it  in any 
appeals to the Law & Legislat ion Committee or International Court of  
Arbitrat ion for Sport.  

35.4 The place of  any arbitrat ion before the International Court of  
Arbitrat ion for Sport may be in Lausanne, Switzer land; Sydney 
Australia; or New York Unites States of  Ameri ca as appropriate. 
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